
‭Eye Donation FAQs‬
‭Corneal blindness (CB) is the 3rd leading cause of blindness in India and 5th globally,‬
‭affecting around 6-8 million population worldwide.‬

‭1.‬ ‭What is eye donation?‬

‭Eye donation is the act of donating one's eyes after death to help restore vision in‬
‭people suffering from corneal blindness.‬

‭2.‬ ‭How does one donate one's eyes after death?‬

‭a.‬ ‭One can pledge to donate one’s eyes by registering with the AIIMS‬
‭Nagpur eye bank. Soon, digital pledging will also be possible on the‬
‭website.‬

‭b.‬ ‭Person must inform their family about their decision, as the family‬
‭members shall contact the Eye Bank after death and also, their consent is‬
‭essential after your death.‬

‭c.‬ ‭The relatives of the deceased may also decide independently about‬
‭eye-donation and give their consent accordingly.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Who can donate their eyes?‬

‭1. Eyes can be donated‬‭ONLY after death‬‭.‬

‭2. Eye donation is accepted from‬‭all donors‬‭irrespective of the cause of death,‬
‭age, gender, blood group, or even previous medical history.‬

‭4.‬ ‭How does one go about donating the eyes of a deceased relative?‬

‭1. In case of a death, take a quick informed‬‭decision‬‭about donating the eyes of‬
‭the deceased. For the corneas to be viable, eyes should be donated within‬‭4-6‬
‭hours‬‭of death.‬

‭2.‬‭Call‬‭the nearest EyeBank immediately.‬

‭3. The emergency team and ambulance will be rushed to your location‬

‭4. In the meantime:‬

‭a.‬ ‭Close the eyelids‬‭of the deceased and place a wet clean cotton‬
‭cloth or a moistened piece of cotton over them‬

‭b.‬ ‭Switch off the fans‬‭/ AC‬

‭c.‬ ‭Try to keep the death certificate ready‬

‭5.‬‭A trained technician/ medico‬‭will retrieve the corneas at the donor’s location.‬
‭The process is simple and does not delay funeral arrangements.‬

‭6. The team will require: consent of the next of kin, a copy of the death certificate‬
‭and a blood sample.‬



‭5. Who benefits from Eye Donation?‬

‭1.‬ ‭Subjects with corneal blindness will benefit‬‭:‬
‭The corneas (the clear, dome-shaped surface that covers the front of the eye)‬
‭are transplanted to restore vision.‬

‭a.‬ ‭The most common causes include eye infections (especially fungal‬
‭infections in India), corneal trauma, post-surgical complications, chemical‬
‭injuries, and some genetically determined diseases‬

‭b.‬ ‭In India, corneal blindness is the third most important cause of blindness.‬

‭c.‬ ‭India has a high waiting list of corneal blind patients.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Research work‬‭, if not indicated for use in human subjects due to certain reasons‬

‭6. Why donate eyes?‬

‭1.‬ ‭There is a huge‬‭waiting list of corneal blind‬‭patients in India‬

‭2.‬ ‭It is a gift of sight by donating an organ which will‬‭no longer be used otherwise‬
‭but continue to be used in case of a donation.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Society responsibility‬

‭4.‬ ‭Helps with‬‭research‬

‭5.‬ ‭The cornea‬‭does not require blood or HLA or donor matching‬‭because it has‬
‭no blood supply: so the chance of acceptance by the patient is more.‬

‭7. Myths:‬

‭1.‬ ‭Those who have undergone eye surgeries cannot donate their eyes.‬

‭FACT:‬‭People who have had eye surgeries like cataract or other surgeries can‬
‭still donate their eyes.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Those with spectacles cannot donate their eyes‬
‭FACT:‬‭As long as their cornea is good, their eyes may be utilized.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Those with chronic ailments like DIabetes and high Blood Pressure cannot‬
‭donate their eyes.‬
‭FACT:‬‭Donation can be done for these patients.‬

‭4.‬ ‭The donor’s family will have to bear the cost of the eye-donation.‬
‭FACT:‬‭The donor’s family does not bear any costs. The eye bank will cover all‬
‭expenses related to the retrieval, transportation, storage and transplantation.‬

‭5.‬ ‭The face of the deceased will be disfigured.‬

‭FACT:‬‭Eye retrieval is done professionally and does not cause any‬
‭disfigurement. “Deha darshan” can be conducted even after eye donation.‬

‭6.‬ ‭My religion will not permit eye-donation.‬

‭FACT:‬‭Most major religions in India support eye donation and consider it an act‬
‭of charity and kindness as it aligns with the principles of helping others and giving‬
‭the gift of sight.‬


